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South Carolina Accountability System Under the Every Student Succeeds Act 

American Institutes for Research (AIR) has compiled profiles of each state educational agency’s proposed accountability system under the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 as reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015. The profile is based on initial 
plans submitted to the U.S. Department of Education. Upon final approval, profiles will be updated.  For an overview and full set of profiles, visit 
www.air.org/ESSAAccountability.   

● South Carolina uses a composite index to calculate an annual summative rating of Excellent, Good, Average, Below Average, or Unsatisfactory 
for all public schools and to identify schools for comprehensive support and improvement (CSI). 

● In addition to underperforming Title I schools, South Carolina identifies “Priority” non-Title I schools for support, identified from the bottom 10% of 
all schools, by grade span. 

● South Carolina includes student survey results regarding perceptions of the learning environment in its composite index. 

Accountability Snapshot 
Snapshot data here capture accountability highlights across states. Accountability measures are 
grouped by readiness to learn, persistence, and college and career readiness to highlight states’ 
data-based leverage points across the educational trajectory. 

.
 

Annual Meaningful Differentiation 
 Annual summative rating (Annually calculates overall performance rating for 

all schools and “all students” using all indicators, beyond CSI/TSI schools) 

 Data dashboard only (CSI/TSI schools identification only) 
Summative Ratings  
Excellent, Good, Average, Below Average, Unsatisfactory 

Accountability Measures Included in 
Accountability 

Academic  

 Achievement status  
 Achievement growth  

GAP Achievement gap   
ELP English language proficiency/progress  

 4-year graduation rate  
EAR Early learning   
WRE Well-rounded education   

Persistence 
EXT Extended-year graduation rate(s)   
OTG On-track to graduation   

 Dropout rate   
College and career readiness 

COL College enrollment   
ADV Advanced coursework or sequence  
CPT College placement test(s)  
CTE Career and technical education or work-based 

learning  
Readiness to learn 

CFL Conditions for learning/school climate  
SEL Social-emotional learning   
CHR Chronic absenteeism   

Note: CSI=comprehensive support and improvement; TSI=targeted support and 
improvement 

 

Student Groups for Accountability Determinations 
(N = 20 for accountability and reporting)  
Major racial/ethnic subgroups 
African American 
Asian/Pacific Islander 
Hispanic 
Native American 
White 
Other required subgroups 
Economically disadvantaged 
Students with disabilities 
English learners 
Nonrequired subgroups 
Bottom 20% of performers (for student growth measure) 

 

Subjects Used for Accountability 
Subject Status Growth 

 Math   
 Reading/English language arts (ELA)   

 Writing     
 Science    
 Social studies    

 Other     
 

 

http://www.air.org/ESSAAccountability
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Annual Differentiation System  
South Carolina uses the following composite index to calculate an annual summative rating of Excellent, Good, Average, Below Average, or 
Unsatisfactory for all public schools and to identify schools for CSI (see also “School Improvement Categories”).   

South Carolina Composite Index for Determination of Summative Ratings and CSI Schools, 2017–18 Proposed State Plan 

ESSA Indicator State Measure 
State Measure 

Elementary/Middle Schools  High Schools 

EL ≥ N EL < N EL ≥ N EL < N 

 Academic achievement Proficiency index 
(ELA, math) 35% 40% 25% 30% 

 Other academic 
Student growth 

(VAM for ELA, math) 
All students and bottom 20% performers  

35% 40% -- -- 

 Graduation rate 4-year graduation rate -- -- 25% 30% 

ELP English language 
proficiency progress On-track to ELP 10% -- 10% -- 

Academic indicators subtotal 80% 80% 60% 60% 

SQSS School quality or  
student success 

Preparing for success  
(Proficiency index for science, 

social studies) 
10% 10% 10% 10% 

College and career readiness -- -- 25% 25% 
Positive and effective 
learning environment 10% 10% 5% 5% 

SQSS indicator subtotal 20% 20% 40% 40% 
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Business rule Schools with participation rate less than 95% may not receive a summative 

rating higher than Good.   
Note 1: ELA=English/language arts; VAM=value-added model of student growth from year to year 
Note 2: South Carolina provides weightings in terms of points scored per measure, which are the same numerical values as the percentage points indicated above, provided here in order 
to support cross-state comparison.  
Note 3: Use of composite index to identify schools for targeted support and improvement is pending clarification. 
Note 4: South Carolina provides alternate weighting schemes for schools that meet the minimum N size for English learners and schools that do not.    
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Accountability Measure Descriptions  

ESSA Indicator State Measure Description 

 Academic achievement 

Proficiency index 
(ELA, math 
combined) 

Weighted average performance level achieved across students on statewide assessments 
based on the following point values:   
• Does not meet expectations: 0 points 
• Approaches expectations: 1 point 
• Meets expectations: 2 points 
• Exceeds expectations: 3 points   

Weighting between ELA and math varies by the number of participants for each 
assessment. 

Participation rate 
inclusion 

The denominator of the proficiency calculation is the higher of the number of students 
actually participating or 95% of enrolled students in participating grades and subjects.   

Additionally schools with participation rate less than 95%: 
• May not receive the highest rating in achievement or in the summative rating 
• Must develop an improvement plan monitored by the state 
• May have Title I funds reduced if the problem persists for more than 1 year 

 Other academic  Student growth 
(ELA and math) 

Value-added student growth model (VAM) that compares actual year-to-year change in 
annual statewide assessment results with the predicted results for each participating 
student.   

The VAM is equally weighted between performance of all students and performance of the 
bottom 20% of performers. 

 Graduation rate 4-year graduation 
rate 

The percentage of students within an adjusted cohort who graduate within 4 years with a 
regular high school diploma. 

ELP English language proficiency progress On track to ELP Percentage of students meeting annual individual targets for sufficient progress toward 
ELP within a state-determined number of years based on state ELP test results.  

SQSS School quality or student success 

Prepared for 
success 

(proficiency index 
for science, social 
studies combined) 

Weighted average performance level achieved across students on statewide assessments 
based on the following point values:   
• Level 1 (Not met): 0 points 
• Level 2 (Not met): 1 point 
• Level 3 (Met): 2 points 
• Level 4 (Exemplary): 3 points   
• Level 5 (Exemplary): 4 points 

Weighting between science and social studies varies by the number of participants for each 
assessment. 

College and 
career readiness 

Percentage of high school students meeting various participation and/or performance 
benchmarks for any 1 of the following activities: 
• SAT/ACT exams 
• Advanced Placement/International Baccalaureate exams 
• Dual credit coursework 
• ACT WorkKeys assessment 
• ASVAB performance 
• Apprentice program 
• Career and technical education program 

Positive and 
effective learning 

environment 

Results of student survey regarding perceived impact of school climate on student 
engagement. 

Note: ELA=English language arts  

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essagradrateguidance.pdf
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School Improvement Categories  

 Comprehensive Support and 
Improvement (CSI) Schools 

Targeted Support and Improvement 
(TSI) Schools 

Additional Targeted Support (ATS) 
Schools 

Identification criteria • Low-performing school: 
Bottom 5% of Title I schools, as 
ranked by composite index score. 

• Low graduation rate school: 
4-year graduation rate less than 
70% 

• Chronically underperforming 
subgroup (i.e., 6 years failure to 
exit Title I ATS status, pending 
clarification) 

Any school with consistently underperforming 
subgroup(s) based on historically 
underperforming subgroup performance below 
that of the bottom 10% of all schools across all 
measures, for 3 consecutive years 

Any school with subgroup performance 
below that of the bottom 5% of Title I 
schools based on all students performance 
(measures used pending clarification) 

First year and 
frequency of 
identification 

• 2017-18 for low-performing and 
low graduation rate schools, and 
then every 3 years thereafter 

• 2023–24 for chronically 
underperforming subgroup schools 
and every 3 years thereafter 

2020–21 and annually thereafter (pending 
clarification) 

2017-18 and then every 3 years thereafter 
 

Years of improvement 
to exit status 

1 year of improvement is required to exit 
CSI status (after 3 years of identification) 

1 year of improvement is required to exit TSI 
status 

1 year of improvement is required to exit 
ATS status 

Note : South Carolina also identifies additional Priority schools, which include the bottom 6–10% of Title I schools as ranked by composite index and the bottom 10% of all schools by 
gradespan as ranked by composite index.   

Inclusion of Recently Arrived English Learners in Accountability  
Under Sec. 1111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I) of ESSA, states may exempt English learners (ELs) who have been enrolled in a school in the United States for less 
than 12 months from taking the reading/ELA statewide assessment in their first year according to the following 3 options. 

State Options Under Sec. 1111(b) 
(2)(B)(v)(I) of ESSA 

Year of Student Enrollment 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

1   Exempt all recent ELs from 
ELA/reading statewide testing 

Test new ELs and include proficiency 
scores in accountability for all 
statewide tests for the first time 

Test ELs and include proficiency and 
growth in accountability 

2   Test all recent ELs in ELA/reading but 
exclude from accountability 

Test ELs and include achievement 
growth scores in accountability for all 
statewide tests for the first time 

Test ELs and include proficiency and 
growth in accountability 

3   Uniform procedure for assigning individual ELs to either Option 1 or Option 2 

 


	Accountability Snapshot
	Annual Differentiation System
	Accountability Measure Descriptions
	School Improvement Categories
	Inclusion of Recently Arrived English Learners in Accountability


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



